Deciphering Case Citations

Basic Citation Format

380U.S. 1
Volume Reporter Page

volume 380 of the United States Reports, page 1

Parallel Citation
410 U.S. 113,93 S. Ct. 705,35 L. Ed. 2d 147
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Official Reports Unofficial Reporter Unofficial Reporter
(note the series number)

Heard v. Neighbor Newspapers, 190 Ga. App. 758, 380 S.E. 2d 279 (1989)
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Name of Case Citation in Official  Citationin Unofficial = The year the case
Reports Reporter was decided

Pinpoint Citation

Pinpoint citations (also called “pin cites” or “jump cites”) are used to refer to specific material within a
source. You include both the page where the source begins and the page where the specific material
you are referring to is found.

661 N.W. 2d 533, 535
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Page 533 is where the case begins in the Page 535 is where the specific material you
reporter are referring to is found

Ohlson v. Safeway Stores, Inc., 568 P.2d 753, 755 (Utah 1977)
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Reporter Page 753 is the Page 755 is This means that  The year the
(including series  where the case where the the case is from case was .
number) begins in the specific the Utah decided
reporter material you Supreme Court

are referring to
is found



